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What is Adoption?

o Explanation: Adoption is the legal process of establishing a parent-
child relationship between a child and someone who is not the child’s
biological parent. Once the adoption is finalized, the adoptive parent(s)
have the same rights and responsibilities as biological parents.

e Example:”

Adoption legally makes you the parent of a child, just as if

they were your biological child. You take on all the rights and
responsibilities that come with parenthood.”

Types of Adoption in Texas

o Explanation: There are several types of adoption in Texas, each with

different p

e Example:”
adopting y

rocesses and considerations:

Stepparent Adoption: When a stepparent adopts their
spouse’s child. This is the most common type of adoption
and often requires the termination of the other biological
parent’s rights.

Relative Adoption: When a family member, such as a
grandparent, aunt, or uncle, adopts a child. This often
happens when the biological parents are unable to care for
the child.

Private (or Independent) Adoption: When a child is placed
for adoption directly by the birth parents with the adoptive
parents, often facilitated by an attorney or adoption agency.
Agency Adoption: When a child is placed for adoption
through a licensed adoption agency. The agency handles the
placement and legal process.

Foster Care Adoption: When foster parents adopt a child
who has been placed in their care by the state, often after
the parental rights of the biological parents have been
terminated.

There are different paths to adoption, whether you're
our spouse’s child, a relative, or a child through an agency or

foster care. Each type has its own steps and legal requirements.”
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Legal Process of Adoption

» Explanation: The adoption process in Texas involves several legal steps

to ensure that the adoption is in the best interest of the child:

e Termination of Parental Rights: Before a child can be

adopted, the biological parents’ rights must be legally
terminated. This can be done voluntarily or through a court
order.

Home Study: A social worker will conduct a home study to
evaluate the prospective adoptive parents’ living situation
and readiness to adopt.

Legal Proceedings: The court reviews all aspects of the
adoption, including the termination of parental rights and the
home study, to ensure the adoption is in the child’'s best
interest.

Finalization: The adoption is finalized in a court hearing,
where the judge issues an adoption decree, officially making
the child a member of the adoptive family.

e Example: "To adopt a child, the biological parents’ rights have to be

legally terminated first. Then, a home study will be done to ensure
you're ready to adopt, and finally, the court will review everything and
finalize the adoption.”

Open vs. Closed Adoption

Explanation: In an open adoption, there is some level of contact
between the adoptive family and the biological parents, which can
include sharing information or even visitation. In a closed adoption,
there is no contact after the adoption is finalized.

Example: "You can choose between an open adoption, where the child
may have some contact with their biological parents, or a closed
adoption, where there is no contact after the adoption is finalized."
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Legal Implications of Adoption

Explanation: Once the adoption is finalized, the adoptive parents have all the legal rights
and responsibilities of biological parents. The child also gains the same legal status as a
biological child, including inheritance rights.

Example: "After the adoption is finalized, you'll have all the same legal rights and
responsibilities as if you were the child’s biological parent. The child will also have the same
rights as a biological child, like the right to inherit from you."

Adoption Costs and Time Frame

* Explanation: The cost and time frame for an adoption can vary depending on the type of

adoption and the specific circumstances. Agency adoptions and private adoptions often
involve fees, while foster care adoptions may be less expensive or even free. The process
can take several months to over a year.

Example: "Adoption can take anywhere from a few months to a year or more, depending
on the type of adoption and your situation. Costs can vary, with agency and private
adoptions typically being more expensive, while foster care adoptions might be less
costly.”
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